Debriefing Statement (an Example)
Title:  The Contribution of Family Variables to the  Identification 
of Intrinsically Motivated Activities and to Identity Formation
Investigators:  Jane S. Doe, Ph.D,  

                        John Smith
                        Anne Thomas
Thank you for your participation in our study.  The principal variable we are studying is intrinsic motivation.  The purpose of the current study is to assess the role of family variables in college students’ choice of activities and whether those activities are perceived to be intrinsically motivating.  We are hypothesizing that the broader exposure parents provide their children as they grow, the greater the likelihood that by the college years, students will have found some activities that are intrinsically motivating for them.  We are also testing the hypothesis that the more the parents encourage their sons and daughters to make their own decisions, the greater the likelihood that someone will have found one or more activities that is/are intrinsically motivated.  In contrast, if the parents try to exert a great amount of control, it may be harder for someone to identify intrinsically motivating activities.  One other variable we are interested in is perceived similarity to parents and how it relates to the identification of intrinsically motivated activities.  

There was no deception used in the conduct of this study.  However, should you feel discomfort or distress for any reason upon completion of this study, please contact TCNJ Counseling and Psychological Services at x2247.  If you should have any questions concerning your participation, please feel free to contact Dr. Doe at doe@tcnj.edu, TCNJ Department of Psychology.  The researchers will also be available for any additional information and may be contacted through email:  John Smith (smith@tcnj.edu), and Anne Thomas (thomas@tcnj.edu)
Your responses on this survey were important and greatly appreciated.   A report of this research should be ready for circulation by the end of January 2006.  If you would like to receive a copy, please send an e-mail to either John or Anne expressing your interest in the results and providing your e-mail address.  Thank you again for your participation.
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